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"May, more than any month of the year, wants us to feel most alive."
- Fennel Hudson

It’s hard to grasp that we are almost half-way through 2023 and quickly closing in on the end of the fiscal year. 
The winter months following the holidays typically seem to move at a less frantic pace. However, at The
Mediation Center of the Pacific (MCP), there has been no slowing down. In fact, the number of new cases
opened monthly continues to be nearly double the number opened prior to COVID, with a total of 2,562 new
cases opened between July 1, 2022 and April 30, 2023.  And despite the ending of the Act 57 Early Eviction
Mediation Program last August, MCP continues to open a record number of landlord-tenant cases, including
648 eviction cases opened prior to the filing of an eviction in court.  More importantly, over the past ten
months, 74% of the eviction cases mediated at MCP before a formal eviction was filed resulted in a final
agreement, enabling more tenants to remain in their homes.  That is truly an outcome that makes us feel alive.

And thanks to the many donors and supporters who
continue to give so generously, MCP has even more
to celebrate.  In February, a private blessing of the
building was finally held with the Board of Directors
and major donors whose gifts made the purchase of
MCP’s home a reality.  The timing worked out
perfectly as more clients are again requesting in-
person mediations.  

The positive atmosphere created by the blessing set the stage for productive conversations in the mediations
conducted in the building.  It was noted by one mediation participant:

“I really enjoyed my experience with our mediators. The overall calmness really made the experience and
process painless. I felt amazing walking out of there.”

And finally, the month of May has truly made us feel alive because after four years of not holding an annual
dinner, MCP held its first, and most successful, Under the Mediation Moon celebration on May 6th at the
Hawaii Convention Center.   We were proud to honor the amazing Kosasa family whose hard work and
generosity has made a  huge impact on Hawaii’s communities.  Congratulations to the Kosasa family and
mahalo to all for your continued generous support of MCP!  Together we are making a positive impact on
thousands of lives.

Under the Mediation Moon
Shining a Light on the Kosasa Family

On Saturday May 6th, MCP hosted the first in-person annual dinner in four years at the Hawaii Convention
Center. Nearly 300 people were in attendance to honor the amazing Kosasa family. Serenaded by the beautiful
music of Noly Pa`a, opening remarks by Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald, and a special song on the piano by
world renown pianist and philanthropist Ginny Tiu, the evening was outstanding. A very big mahalo to the
sponsors and donors whose generous support enabled MCP to make its financial goal. All proceeds will
support domestic, family, and housing mediation.

You can see more pictures on the event webpage!

Mediation Training for All

Conducting trainings and workshops for MCP’s
dedicated volunteer mediators, as well providing
training for individuals, organizations, and
workplaces, to promote the use of mediation, are key
to MCP’s mission and values. 

With the relaxation of COVID restrictions, MCP’s
training calendar has been consistently filled over the
past few months. Commencing in January with two
half-day trainings on Powerful Listening for
employees with the Department of Health, to a three-
day Divorce Mediation Training in February, a three-
day Basic Mediation Training in March, and a three-
day Divorce Mediation Training for Kauai Economic
Opportunity Mediation Program in April, requests for
training haven’t slowed down. 

Workshops were also conducted for 70 high school
students with the Rotary Youth Leaders Conference,
16 high school students from the Spokane Tribal
Group Peer Mediation Program, and 22 Rotarians
from various Rotary Clubs.  We are grateful to the
mediators who generously shared their time and
expertise to assist with the trainings.  Their
involvement made the trainings top notch!

"This really was a great training and opportunity to learn and grow. So grateful I got to attend!"
- Basic Mediation Training participant

"Excellent trainers. Excellent materials. Everything is at the highest level of training."
- Divorce Mediation Training participant

Working Together to Strengthen Hawaii's Communities
MCP enjoys many valuable partnerships that enable it to make an even bigger impact on Oahu’s communities. 
For example, over the past few months, MCP worked with Kokua Kalihi Valley to increase the use of
mediation with the Pacific Islander communities; the Family Law Section of the Hawaii State Bar Association
to strengthen domestic mediation services; the Special Education Parent Network to improve the Special
Education Mediation Program; the Trust, Estate, and Elder law division of the Hawaii State Bar Association
and the St. Francis Caregiver group, to strengthen and grow mediation and family conferencing involving
families and their kupuna; and more.  MCP values these partnerships as they are crucial for growing mediation
and ensuring MCP’s services are accessible for all.

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Trainings and Events
Basic Mediation Training

The Clarence T. C. Ching Mediation Training Institute
1301 Young Street
$650 per person

October 19 - October 21, 2023
Thursday and Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Register here:  https://mcp808wufoo.com/forms/basic-mediation-training/
The Basic Mediation Training offers an introduction to mediation basics and the core skills of effective listening, asking

powerful questions, maintaining neutrality, interest identification, negotiation, agreement writing, ethical considerations, and

managing challenges. The training is interactive and provides individualized coaching during simulated mediation practice. 

All materials are emailed and mailed to the participants in advance of the training.

Advanced Mediation Training
The Clarence T. C. Ching Mediation Training Institute

1301 Young Street
$650 per person

November 16 - November 18, 2023
Thursday and Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Register here:  https://mcp808wufoo.com/forms/advanced-mediation-training/

Build on basic mediation skills and learn how to modify the process to work with attorneys, challenging personalities,

multiple participants, cultural differences, and more. 

Mediation Skills for Managers
A customized one-day training for businesses.

Managers learn an 8-step informal mediation process to empower employees to resolve their own disputes.
Contact katie@mediatehawaii.org to schedule.

Annual Recognition and Holiday Gathering
Save the date: December 14, 2023!

Cafe Julia at YWCA Honolulu

Thank You to MCP's Generous Supporters!

Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what
we give.” 

You will see by the following quotes that your generous gift to MCP makes a difference in
thousands of lives each year:

“The mediators were really helpful with my situation today. I appreciate their time in helping
me and my children’s dad to solve issues we have. They don’t judge or pick sides but help us in
the best interests for our children.”

“The mediators did an amazing job. Their calm demeanor truly helped us navigate through
what has been a drawn out, stressful and emotional custody process.”

Aloha United Way
Atherton Family Foundation

Beta Beta Gamma Foundation
Robert Emens Black Fund

Bretzlaff Foundation
Harold K. Castle Foundation

Earl M. and Margery C. Chapman Foundation
Harry Hewitt Fund for Advancement &

Improvement of Justice
Hawaii Community Foundation

Hawaii Justice Foundation
Hawaii State Bar Foundation

HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union Foundation
Hawaii Women’s Legal Foundation

Randy & Joey Proffitt Harris Charitable Trust
Ka Poe Hawaii Fund
Kosasa Foundation
Giza Makana Fund

Mamiya Charitable Foundation Fund
McInerny Foundation

NMF Foundation
Oahu Strong Fund

Omidyar Ohana Fund
Padosi Foundation
Pettus Foundation

The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc.
UHA Foundation Fund

Under the Mediation Moon Contributions
Mahalo to our Moon Sponsors!

Peacemaker Sponsorship
The Kosasa Family

Collaborator Sponsorship
Hawaii Pacific Health

Conciliator Sponsorship
Justice Simeon Acoba

Sidney and Gloria Ayabe
Central Pacific Bank

Dispute Prevention and Resolution
Ekimoto & Morris

First Hawaiian Bank Foundation
Leavitt Yamane & Soldner

Mediator Sponsorship
Alexander & Baldwin and Jessica Morikone

Cades Schutte & Lisa Ayabe
Clay Iwamura Pulice & Nervell

Cox & Fricke LLP
Cronin, Fried, Sekiya, Kekina & Fairbacks

Davis Levin Livingston
Family Mediation Hawaii & The Children’s Law Center

Kale Feldman and Dee Dee Letts
Jason, Barry, and Dianna Graves

Hawaii Council of Community Associations
HouseMart

Island Insurance
McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon

Ritchie and Sunny Mudd
David and Jeri Simons

The Queen’s Healthcare System
Trecker, Fritz, & Williams

Mahalo to our Moon Donors!

Collaborators
Duane Kurisu

Merrill Lynch and Rob Saracco
Jane Sugimura

Richard Turbin & Rai Saint Chu

Mediators
Bill Darrah

Signe Godfrey
Terrence Lee

Bruce McEwan
Susan Murray

Sharon On Leng
Larry & Patricia Rodriguez

David and Jeri Simons

Conciliators
Kellie Chun

Royal Contracting Co. and Leonard
Wong

UHA Health Insurance

Partners
Robbie & Cindy Alm

Anderson & Fujisaki LLP
Associa Hawaii

City Mill and Steven Ai
Michael Green

Ron & Coralie Matayoshi
Porter McGuire Kiakona

Dennis Potts
Schlack Ito

In-Kind Moon Donors
Andis Wines
Sidney Ayabe
John Barkai
José Barzola
Mimi Beams

Ann Botticelli
Big City Diner

Big Island Candies
Chuck Buckla

Chambers Escape Games
Marvin Chang

Sheri-Ann Clark
Bill Darrah

Dave and Buster’s
Andrew Dellinger

Duke's Waikiki
Lee Erwin

Denise George
Signe Godfrey

Gyotaku Restaurants
Hana Koa Brewing Company

Hawaii Nature Center
Hawaii Symphony Orchestra

Hawaii Theatre Center
Hilton Hawaiian Villages

Honolulu Theatre for Youth
Honolulu Zoo Society

Ariel Hylton
Susan Ichinose

Louise Ing
Lisa Jacobs

Ko’olau Distillery

Kualoa Ranch
Kumu Kahua Theatre

Sarah Llano
Ashley Lumauag
Manaola Hawaii
Manoa Chocolate

Richard Mau
Bruce McEwan

McKinley Motor Services
John Morris

Na Mea Hawaii
Clyde Namuo

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel
Jocelyn Ng

Jillian Okamoto
Sharon On Leng

Pono Potions
Katie Ranney

Larry & Patricia Rodriguez
Laura Rouse

R. Field Wine Company
Roy Sakuma Ukulele Studios

Trent Rulloda
Sea Life Park
David Simons

Sisi Takaki
The Bishop Museum

The Cheesecake Factory
The Islander Group

Ginny Tiu
Treehouse Teahouse

USS Missouri Memorial
Association

Waikiki Aquarium

Contributions
Diplomats

$25,000 & Above
The Walter Dods Foundation

Peacemakers
$10,000 & Above
Susan Chandler

(In Memory of David Chandler)
Linda Colburn

Ekimoto & Morris, LLLC
Michael & Susan Erne

Family Foundation
Susan Hurd

Collaborators
$5,000 & Above

Lou & Susan Chang
William Darrah, Esq.

Alison Mau
Lawrence & Patricia Rodriguez

Conciliators
$1,000 & Above

Francis "Scotty" Anderson & Karin
Holma

Fontel Foundation
Cecelia C.Y. Chang Esq.

Gerald S. Clay Esq.
Michael Cruise
David Franklin

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Robyn and Michael Kurosawa

Arlynna Livingston
Jelani Madaraka

Sharon I. Shanley Esq.
Aviam Soifer

Michael K. Tanigawa
Leavitt Yamane & Soldner

Partners
$500 & Above

George and Sandra Apter
Scott Arakaki Esq.

Patrick W. Border Esq.
Richard L. Fried Esq.
Susan Ichinose Esq.

Gerald H. Kibe
Bruce E. McEwan

Ute Regan
Jeff Swartz

Lynne Toyofuku Esq.
Stephen Turner

Charles Buckla & Ray Yamate

Negotiators
$250 & Above
Peter S. Adler

Riki May Amano
Miriam Beams

Rhonda Griswold
Elizabeth Kent

(In Honor of Tracey Wiltgen)
Lono J. Lee

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel
Nathan Nikaido

Richard D. Proctor
Jerome E. Rauckhorst
Mark E. Recktenwald

William Tschumy

Friends
$100 & Above

Beverly Cardinal
Kim Hasegawa Chang Esq.

William Domingo
James E. Duffy Jr.
Mary Alice Evans

Jeffrey S. & Elizabeth Grad
Barbara Guss
John B. Hall

Scott Hashimoto
Regan Iwao Esq.

Sandra Jordan
Jo Ann C. Kocher

Susan Lampe
Peter C. Lewis
Thomas Likos

Melanie Mito May
Carol K. Muranaka Esq.

Calvin G.C. Pang
Barbara Polk

Craig Robinson Ph.D.
Thomas L. Stirling, Jr. Esq.

Becky Sugawa
Bettina Uris

G.Todd & Malia Withy

Supporters
Richard W. Baker

Thomas DiGrazia Esq.
Scott B. Gomes
Richard Morris

Emigdio Simeon
Carl and Irene Takeshita

Huimin Yao
(In Honor of Min Yao)

CHARLES H. HURD MEMORIAL FUND FOR
KUPUNA PONO

Cynthia Alm
Thomas & Roberta Cestare

Walter Schroeder

MICHAEL NAUYOKAS EXCELLENCE &
INNOVATION FUND

George Apter
Louise Ing. Esq.

Frank & Mary Nauyokas

EUGENE VILLALUZ CUSTODY MEDIATION
FUND

Carol E. Lockwood
Kimberly A. Van Horn, Esq

In Kind Contributions
Peter Adler

Judge Riki May Amano (Ret.)
Sidney Ayabe
John Barkai
Mimi Beams
Katie Bennett

Patricia Brandt
Kristin Bryant
Chuck Buckla

William “Ned” Busch
Beverly Cardinal
Cecelia Chang

Lou Chang
David Chee

Gabrielle Constantino
Chuck Crumpton

William C. Darrah
Kiara DeCosta

Justice James Duffy Jr. (Ret.)
Jacqueline Earle
Kendra Epstein

Byron “Kale” Feldman II
David Franzel
Wilma Friesma
Denise George
Jeff Gilbreath

Signe Godfrey
Constance Hassell

Hawaii Leadership Forum
Hiipaka, LLC
John Holzman
Kim Holzman
Ariel Hylton

Susan Ichinose
Erika Ireland

Iris Ito
Lisa Wong Jacobs

Sandra Jordan
Samantha Kasnetz

Doug Kaya
Elizabeth Kent

Jo Ann C. Kocher 
Susan Kroe-Unabia

Kukui Children’s Foundation
William & Susan Lampe

Roberta Lee-Driscoll
Giuseppe Leone

Robert Lillis
Arlynna Livingston

Victoria Marks (Ret.)
Bruce E. McEwan

Tom Mitrano

John A. Morris
Annabel Murray

Clyde Namuo
Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel

Phil Nerney
Ai Wah Ng

Barbara Polk
Patricia Poyner
Seth M. Reiss

Craig Robinson
David Simons
Anne Smoke

John Stallman
Becky Sugawa

Owen K. Tamamoto
Jerry Trinidad

Christine R. Urban
Barbara Ward

Bill Watts
Trisha White

Tracey Wiltgen
Jana Wolff

Steve Wong
Richard Yanagi

Join the ranks of these fabulous people and donate to The Mediation Center of the Pacific by clicking here.

Our Contact Information 
The Mediation Center of the Pacific, Inc. 
1301 Young Street
Honolulu, HI 96814
808-521-6767
https://www.mediatehawaii.org/

Bringing people together to talk, negotiate and
resolve conflict creatively.

https://www.mediatehawaii.org/moon2023
https://mcp808wufoo.com/forms/basic-mediation-training/
https://mcp808wufoo.com/forms/advanced-mediation-training/
mailto:katie@mediatehawaii.org?subject=Interest%20in%20Mediation%20Skills%20for%20Managers%20Training
https://www.mediatehawaii.org/#donation
https://www.mediatehawaii.org/

