
On May 8th, Dee Dee Letts was honored by the Honolulu 
City Council for being recognized as a Mediation Center of 
the Pacific Champion at MCP’s April Under the Mediation 
Moon celebration.  The ceremony was held in the City 
Council chambers with City Council members, Judiciary 
staff and members of the public.  In addition, Tracey 
Wiltgen and Ariel Hylton were in attendance for  this 
honor.  Council Member, Heidi Tsuneyoshi, presented Dee 
Dee with the award.  Dee Dee currently acts as First 
Circuit Court Operations Specialist and head of the 
Judiciary’s Office of Project Management. MCP would like 
to again thank Dee Dee for all of the work and support she 
has provided for MCP over the past forty years.  
Congratulations Dee Dee!! 
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Congratulations Dee Dee! 

An opportunity has emerged to recognize MCP’s role as a vital resource for Oahu’s communities, and we 
need your help! The Servco Foundation is inviting members of the public to nominate their favorite 
nonprofit for its Centennial Service Campaign. They will be awarding 19 nonprofits who have made an 
impact in Hawaii with $20,000 each. We hope you will nominate the Mediation Center of the Pacific! 

Any Hawaii resident 18 years or older who is not employed by or on the board of MCP can submit a 
nomination. Nominations require a 150-word narrative explaining why MCP deserves the grant and 
how MCP has impacted you and your community.  

Please visit https://www.servco.com/giving-back/community-grant-program/ to tell them what MCP 
means to you. The deadline is July 14.  Mahalo for helping MCP! 

 WE NEED YOUR HELP! - SERVCO GRANT OPPORTUNITY 
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Mediator Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel and Special Programs Coordinator Katie 
Ranney attended the IHS-sponsored Faith Summit in May to educate the 
participants about MCP and its Early Access Landlord-Tenant Mediation (EAM) 
program. Multiple faith communities came together to discuss how to best help 
economically disadvantaged Hawaii residents to get into and stay in housing. 
Discussions covered everything from on-the-street charity work to addressing 
systemic challenges to housing. MCP’s EAM program helps landlords and tenants 
talk through their differences to avoid unnecessary evictions. 

May 4 - IHS Faith Summit  

May 15 - Justice For All Community Navigator Project  

Legal Aid Society of Hawaii partnered with MCP and other 
non-profits to create an interactive program for community 
leaders to recognize legal issues and the appropriate 
resources to refer people to for help. Participants at the 
May 15th event represented organizations such as EAH 
Housing, Ka Paalana Partners in Development, and Lanakila 
Pacific. A representative from MCP spoke about mediation 
and how it can address some of the community challenges 
the participants explored. 

May 29 - YMCA’s Senior Health and Fitness Fair 

YMCA’s annual Senior Health & Fitness Day attracts more than 500 
attendees to learn about community and private resources for elders and 
caregivers. Mediators Sam Kasnetz, Erika Ireland, and Poranee Sponsel 
spoke about MCP’s Kupuna Pono program, a family conferencing and 
mediation service to help families with an elder, talk about long-term 
healthcare and end-of-life decisions. The event provided an excellent 
opportunity to promote the work of MCP. 

Located centrally in Waipio, the Hawaii United Okinawa 
Association (HUOA) held its annual Senior Health and Wellness 
Fair at the Hawaii Okinawa Center on June 14. Alongside other 
health, safety, and cultural informational booths, MCP showed 
seniors and caregivers the importance of mediation and family 
conferences to reduce conflict around long-term healthcare and 
end-of-life discussions. This lively and well-attended event also 
brought greater awareness of the MCP name to communities in 
Northern Oahu. 

June 14 - HUOA Senior Wellness Fair 

Picture courtesy of Legal Aid Society of Hawaii 



CONTRIBUTIONS  

Aloha United Way 
Bretzlaff Foundation 

Earl M. and Margery C. Chapman Foundation 
Harry Hewitt Fund for Advancement & Improvement of 

Justice 
Hawaii Community Foundation 

Hawaii Justice Foundation 

Hawaii Women’s Legal Foundation 
Island Insurance Foundation 

Jhamandas Watamull Fund 

Randy & Joey Proffitt Harris Charitable Trust  

Ka Poe Hawaii Fund 

Kosasa Family Fund  

Kukui Children’s Foundation 
NME Fund 

Omidyar Ohana Fund 
Pettus Foundation 

The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, Inc. 

UNDER THE MEDIATION MOON VIP 
TABLES 

 
COLLABORATOR TABLES 

$10,000 
Sidney K. & Gloria Ayabe and Steve & 

Joanne Holmberg 
 

CONCILIATOR TABLES 
$5,000 

Robert & Cynthia Alm 
Ekimoto & Morris, LLLC 

Hawaiian Properties (2 Tables) 
Honolulu Financial Partners, LLC 

Island Insurance Company 
Dee Dee Letts / Warren Haight / Lynn 

McCrory 
Bruce McEwan 

 
MEDIATORS TABLES 

$3,000 
Justice Simeon R. Acoba, Jr. (Ret.) & 

Carolyn C. Acoba 
Ann Botticelli 

Bronster Fujichaku Robbins ALC 
Central Pacific Bank 

Clay Chapman Iwamura Pulice & Nervell, 
Attorneys at Law 

Karen Cross & Dolores Foley 
William C. Darrah, Esq. 

Dentons 
Dispute Prevention & Resolution 

Kale Feldman / Susan Ichinose / Gary 
Shiraishi 

First Hawaiian Bank 
Hawaii Council of Community Associations 
Robert and Victoria Marks / David Simons 

Trecker, Fritz & Williams 
 

PEACEMAKERS 
$5,000 & Above 

Susan & David Chandler 
William C. Darrah 

Susan Hurd 
Michael & Arlynna Livingston 
Lawrence Dennis Rodriguez 

David F. Simons 
 

CONCILIATORS  
$1,000 & Above  

Anonymous 
Anonymous 

Sidney Ayabe 
Ann Botticelli 
Lou Chang 
Kellie Chun 

Ekimoto & Morris LLLC 

Michael Erne 
Dolores Anne Foley 

Jed Gaines 
Karin L. Holma 

Honolulu Board of Realtors 
Lee Alden Johnson 

Marr Jones & Wang LLP 
Law Office of Ian L. Mattoch  

Jelani Madraka 
Bruce McEwan 
MEDCAH, Inc. 

Yuriko Jane Sugimura 
Tyler Tokioka 

Torkildson Katz Hetherington Harris Knorek, 
Attorneys at Law 

Sol & Maurine Weisgal 
Tracey Wiltgen 
Suzanne Young 
Chiharu Zeason 

(In Memory of Raymond F. Zeason) 
 

PARTNERS  
$500 & Above 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Peter Adler 

J. William “Ned” Busch 
Cades Schutte LLP 

Taryn Chung 
Gerald S. Clay 

Reed W. Dasenbrock 
Jacqueline Earle 

Lee W. Erwin 
Gary Y. Fujitani 

Judge Hilary Gangnes 
Steven L. Hartley 
Susan Ichinose 

Samantha Kasnetz 
 Aleta Klein 

Susan Lampe 
Dee Dee Letts 

Chief Justice Ronald T.Y. Moon (Ret.) 
Judge Karen T. Nakasone 

Ai Wah Ng 
Port McGuire Kiakona & Chow LLP 

Richard D. Proctor 
Jerome E. Rauckhorst  

Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald 
Ute Regan 

Shlack Ito, LLLC 
Aviam Soifer 

Judge Michael Tanigawa 
Kimberly Van Horn 

Howard & Jana Wolff 
 
 
 

NEGOTIATORS 
$250 & Above  

 M. Anne Anderson 
Patrick Border 

Susan Brandon 
Judge Michael F. Broderick (Ret.) 

Beverly Cardinal  
Thomas Cestare  
Chunmay Chang 
Cox Fricke LLLP 
P. Gregory Frey 
Signe Godfrey 

Goodsill Anderson Quinn & Stifel 
Rhonda Griswold 

(in honor of Bill Darrah) 
Dale Harrison 

Iris Ito 
Frederick S. Izumi 

Judge Gerald H. Kibe 
Jo Ann C. Kocher  
Matthew Lamon 

Roberta Lee-Driscoll 
Elaine Lemons 

Pamela G. Lichty 
Robert D. Lillis 
G. Kem Lowry 

Mid-Pacific’s Peer Mediation Program 
Nick McLean 

David Nakamura 
(In honor of Dee Dee Letts) 

Nathan Nikaido 
Calvin G.C. Pang 

Barbara Polk 
Loren Pulice 
Ken Robbins 

Craig Robinson 
Faith & Gregory Sato 

Robert Schmidt 
Owen Tamamoto 
Laurie A. Tochiki 

Toby Tonaki 
Tony Honda 

Ruth D. Tschumy 
Bill Watts 

Curtis Yuen 
 

FRIENDS  
$100 & Above 

Justina Acevedo-Cross 
Richard & Margaret Baker 

Sally & Duane Bartholomew 
Mimi Beams 

Max Besenbruch 
Margery Bronster 

Roy Catalani 
Douglas A. Crosier 

Karen L. Cross 

MAHALO FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Page 3 



Mark & Janie Davis 
Hugh T. Dickson 

Justice James E. Duffy Jr. (Ret.)  
& Jeanne Duffy 
Richard Emery 
Brian Fannin 
Lyn Flanigan 

Rex Fujichaku 
Judge Lisa Ginoza 

Mike Golojuch 
Scott B. Gomes 

Sandy Gottesman 
Barbara Guss 
Michael Hahn 
John B. Hall 

Arlette Harada 
Scott Hashimoto 
Aileen Hiramatsu 

Murray M. & Yvelise Hixson 
Joanne Holmberg 

Kathy Hunter 
Ann S. Isobe 
Jon T. Iwatani 
Amanda Jones 
Sandra Jordan 

Marcy & Robert Katz 
Bruce Kim 

Klein Law Group, LLLC  
Law Offices of Edward R. Lebb, 

LLLC 
Jeeyun Lee 

Sharon On Leng 
Peter C. Lewis 
Thomas Likos 

David C. Livingston 
John Lockwood 

Virginia Low 
Amrita Mallik 

Judge Victoria S. Marks (Ret.) 
Pamela Martin 
Ron Matayoshi 

Patricia A. Mau-Shimizu 
R. Laree McGuire 

Julie Mikami 
Judge Marie N. Milks (Ret.) 

Joy Miyasaki 
Richard “Dick” Morris 
Carol K. Muranaka 

Law Offices of Philip S. Nerney, 
LLLC 

Shannan Okinishi 
Richard W. Ornellas 

Dan Oyasato 
Cheryl Kakazu Park 

Jackie Phillips 
Dennis Potts 

Judge Karen Radius (Ret) 
(In honor of Dee Dee Letts) 

Judge Barbara Richardson (Ret.) 
Calvin K.Y. Say  

Walter Schroeder 
Rae Seitz 

Marc B. Shlachter 
John & Dorothy Seigal 

Sherrie T. Seki 
Sharon I. Shanley 

Gary & A.Y. Shiraishi 
Beverlyn Simina 
Daniel Simonich 

Elbridge Smith 
John D. Stallman 
Becky Sugawa 

Clyde E. Sumida 
Jeff Swartz 

Carl & Irene Takeshita 
Owen K. Tamamoto 

Judge Michael Tanigawa 
Laurie Tochiki 

Judge Michael A. Town (Ret.) 
Steven J. Trecker 

Jill Tsuchitori 
Christine R. Urban 

Bettina Uris 
Kerri Urosevich 

Patrick & Santa Yim 
Christel M. Yount 
William W. Yuen  

 
SUPPORTERS 

Justina Acevedo-Cross 
Cynthia Alm 

John L. Barkai 
Lee Castonguay 

Thomas & Louisa DiGrazia 
Richard Ekimoto 
Dona L. Hanaike 
Linda M. Howe 

Ashley Lumauag 
Matson Foundation 

Lynn McCrory 
Tom Mitrano 
Janet Murphy 

Linda Nagamine 
Judge Steven & Sheree 

Nakashima 
Nathan Nikaido 

(In memory of Thelma  Ezer) 
Jessica Perez-Mesa 
Tom & Cheryl Prince 

Dass Ramadass 
Katie Ranney 

Brian Richardson 
Anne M. Smoke 
Ken Takayama 

Jeff White 
Charlotte Yee 

 
IN KIND 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Peter Adler 

Judge Riki May Amano (Ret.) 
Charlene Anaya 

Linda Axtell-Thompson 
Sidney Ayabe 
John Barkai 

Patricia Brandt 
J. William “Ned” Busch 

David Chandler 
Cecelia Chang 

Lou Chang 
David Chee 

Linda Colburn 
William C. Darrah 

Pat DeBusca 
Byron “Kale” Feldman II 

David Franzel 
Danielle Gella 
Denise George 

Jeff Gilbreath 
Signe Godfrey 

Hawaii Leadership Forum 
Hawaiian Airlines 

HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union 
John Holzman 
Kim Holzman 
Erika Ireland 

Iris Ito 
Lisa Wong Jacobs 

Sandra Jordan 
Samantha Kasnetz 

Doug Kaya 
Jo Ann Kocher 

Kukui Children’s Foundation 
Judge Victoria Marks (Ret.) 

Bruce McEwan 
Tom Mitrano 

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel 
Phil Nerney 
Ai Wah Ng 
Jim Pietsch 

Seth M. Reiss 
Larry Rodriguez 
Gary Shiraishi 

Owen K. Tamamoto 
Jerry Trinidad 

Christine R. Urban 
Eugene Villaluz 
Barbara Ward 

Bill Watts 
Tracey Wiltgen 

Jana Wolff 
Steve Wong 

Richard Yanagi 
 

MOON SILENT AUCTION 
DONORS 

 
Individuals 

Sidney Ayabe 
Cecelia Chang 
Signe Godfrey 

Steve Holmberg 
Peter Krape 
Linda Letta 

Dee Dee Letts 
Agustin Llano 
Sarah Llano 

Bruce McEwan 
Tom Mitrano 

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel 
Michael & Diane Pang 

Claire Ranney 
Gary Shiraishi 
Barbara Ward 
Tracey Wiltgen 

 
Organizations 

ABC Stores 
Big City Diner 

Big Island Candies 
Bishop Museum 

Blue Note 
CorePower Yoga 
Dave & Buster’s 

Grand Wailea Resort 
Gyotaku Restaurant 

Hawaiian Airlines 

Hawaii Jitterbugs 
Hawaii Nature Center 

Hawaii Theatre 
Holokai Kayak & Snorkel 

Honolulu Club 
Honolulu Theatre for Youth 

Koolau Distillery 
Kualoa Ranch 

Kumu Kahua Theatre 
Manoa  Chocolate 
Maui Ocean Center 
McKinley Car Wash 

Mid-Pacific Country Club 
Paradise Cove Luau 

Pegge Hopper Gallery 
Pure Joy Day Spa 

Rock-A-Hula 
Sea Life Park 
Tea at 1024 

The Chart House Waikiki 
The Cheesecake Factory 

Times Supermarkets 
USS Missouri Memorial 

Association 
Waikiki Aquarium 

Waimea Valley, Hi‘ipaka LLC 
 
 

CHARLES H. HURD  
MEMORIAL FUND  

FOR KUPUNA PONO 
J. William “Ned” Busch 
Warren & Ottina Haight 

Susan Hurd 
Ann S. Isobe 

Judge Steven H. Levinson (Ret.) 
Timothy Luria  

Judge Marie N. Milks (Ret.) 
Lynn P. Murison 
Seth M. Reiss 

Walter Schroeder 
Judge Michael A. Town (Ret.) 

  
 

 MICHAEL NAUYOKAS 
EXCELLENCE & 

INNOVATION FUND 
Corlis J. Chang 
Stephen Chang 

Frank & Mary Nauyokas 
 
 

BUILDING FUND 
Anonymous 

Justice Simeon Acoba, (Ret.) 
Robert & Cynthia Alm 
Nancy C. Arseneault 

Earl M. and Margery C. Chapman 
Foundation 

Judge William Domingo 
Jason Graves 

Judge Jessi Hall 
Steve Homberg 

John & Kim Holzman 
Bruce McEwan 

Judge Karen Nakasone 
Judge Michael Tanigawa 

Tracey Wiltgen 

MAHALO FOR YOUR SUPPORT  
Page 4 



 

Mahalo From the Mediation Center Team 
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TRAINING & EDUCATION FOR EVERYONE 

May 29 - Mediator Brown Bag: Adult Protective  Services / Adult Abuse 

May 8 - Mediator Workshop: Child Welfare / Child Abuse Reporting

May 16-18 - Basic Mediation Training

Through the Kupuna Pono program,  MCP conducts mediations and family conferences when the long-
term healthcare for kupuna is a main source of conflict.  The elders involved in these mediations can be 
vulnerable, and mediators must be alert to signs of abuse. 

In an effort to educate and prepare the mediators to be aware of the signs of elder abuse, MCP hosted a 
quarterly Brown Bag with guest speaker Kristine Shimogawa (supervisor in the Statewide Adult 
Protective Services (APS) Intake Unit).  Mediators learned the definition of a “vulnerable adult”, 
indications of the most common type of adult abuse and the process to report abuse if it is suspected in 
a mediation session.    

MCP provides several opportunities throughout the year for the mediators to 
learn about different resources and tools to use in mediations.  In the beginning 
of May, MCP hosted a mediator workshop and invited Laurie Jicha (pictured 
left), the lead Child Welfare Services (CWS) Staff Development Specialist, as the 
guest speaker.   

Ms. Jicha reviewed the signs of child abuse and what CWS does to ensure child 
safety and welfare.  She also covered Hawaii Revised Statute 350 on reporting 
abuse.  The knowledge gained from this workshop will help the mediators with 
divorce and custody cases that they mediate for MCP. 

MCP holds two Basic Mediation Trainings a year, and this last session was again a great success!  
Sixteen trainees (pictured below), from University of Hawaii, the military, the City, technical 
corporations, as well as other industries, learned the fundamentals of mediation skills and the co-
mediation process used at MCP.  Two of the attendees have already signed up to be volunteer 
mediators and have begun their apprenticeship.   

On the final day, a luncheon panel included Honorable Riki Amano, Kale Feldman, Esq. and Susan 
Ichinose, Esq. (pictured below), who shared their real life experiences with the trainees as they 
discussed their perspectives on mediation and tools they use in different arenas.  Trainees learned how 
to apply their newfound skills in their professional as well as personal lives. 



 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

Mediation Skills for Managers Training *  
Friday, October 4, 2019 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union Community Room    
 Click here to register 

 

Basic Mediation Training * 
Fridays, October 18 & 25, 2019 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  

Saturdays, October 19 & 26, 2019 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    
Kukui Center Room 103     
 Click here to register 

 

Advanced Mediation Training *  
 Thursday, November 7 and Friday, November 8, 2019 9:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.  

Saturday, November 9, 2018 9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.   
Kukui Center Room 103     
 Click here to register 

 
 

Annual Volunteer Recognition and Holiday Gathering  
A Special Celebration of MCP Volunteers & Supporters Over 40 Years! 

Friday, December 13,  2019 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Cafe  Julia at YWCA - 1040 Richards Street 

 

 

Go to www.mediatehawaii.org to register for trainings or contact  
mcpadmin@mediatehawaii.org for additional information   

* Seating in trainings is limited.  Early registration is encouraged. 

https://mcp808.wufoo.com/forms/z1552hfv0f9p9q8/
https://mcp808.wufoo.com/forms/q5p2qwj1nvox4q/
https://mcp808.wufoo.com/forms/q5p2qwj1nvox4q/
https://mcp808.wufoo.com/forms/pd58h060dyra1z/

