
The	MCP	Team	is	grateful	to	the	
mediators,	supporters,	funders	
and	friends	who	helped	to	make	
2018	a	wonderful	year.		We	are	
fortunate	to	end	the	year	with	an	
outstanding	staff,	a	vibrant	board	
of	directors	led	by	enthusiastic	
President	Steve	Holmberg,	loyal	
donors	whose	generosity	helped	
MCP	to	grow	services	and	create	
new	programs	to	meet	
community	needs,	and	fabulous	
mediators	who	invested	over	
4,000	hours	at	MCP,	family	court,	
all	of	the	district	courts	and	other	
locations	throughout	the	island.	

We	are	excited	to	start	the	new	
year	and	celebrate	40	years	of	
mediation	in	Hawaii.		In	addition	
to	feature	stories	in	the	Hawaii	
Bar	Journal,	Midweek	and	more,	
on	April	13th,	the	Annual	Under	
the	Mediation	Moon	will	provide	
music	through	the	years	and	
honor	mediation	champions,	
William	Darrah,	William	Hoshijo,	
Dee	Dee	Letts	and	Bruce	McEwan.		
It	will	be	a	night	to	remember!	
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The	annual	recognition	and	holiday	gathering	on	December	7th	honored	mediators,	friends	and	supporters	
of	MCP	and	peaceful	problem‐solving	in	Hawaii.		While	the	event	is	MCP’s	“mahalo”	to	everyone	who	assists	
MCP	throughout	the	year,	a	few	select	individuals	were	recognized	for	their	willingness	to	go	above	and	
beyond.		This	years	honorees	included:			

John	Stallman	(Mediator	of	the	Year),	Serena	Pascual	(Apprentice	Mediator	of	the	Year),	and	Toby	
Allen	(District	Court		Mediator	of	the	Year).		Nalani	Fujimori‐Kaina,	Executive	Director	of	the	Legal	
Society	of	Hawaii,	received	the	Lawyer	as	Problem‐Solver	Award	for	her	consistent	work	in	promoting	
mediation	and	dispute	resolution	to	increase	access	to	justice	for	all.		Sherry	Fieser	was	recognized	with	
the	Friend	of	the	Center	Award	for	her	generosity	in	donating	her	time	to	assist	Client	Services	in	
scheduling	mediations.		Poranee	Natadecha‐Sponsel	received	the	Special	Recognition	Award	for	her	
long‐time	commitment	to	MCP	assisting	with	mediations,	as	well	as	with	the	annual	fundraiser	and	
outreach.		Jessica	Gong,	Digital	Sales	Manager	for	the	K5	Home	Team,	received	the	Conch	Shell	Award	
for	creating	a	television	ad	to	promote	the	early	use	of	mediation	and	for	helping		MCP	navigate	the	digital	
world.		And	 inally,	the	Association	for	Con lict	Resolution	Hawaii	Chapter	Board	received	the	
Peacemaker	Award	for	their	enthusiastic	efforts	in	promoting	con lict	resolution	in	Hawaii	by	securing	
proclamations	from	the	Governor,	Mayor	and	the	City	Council	in	honor	of	Con lict	Resolution	month	and	
regularly	educating	the	community	about	the	value	of	mediation	and	dispute	resolution	processes.			



CONTRIBUTIONS 

Aloha United Way 
Bretzlaff Foundation 

Earl M. and Margery C. Chapman Foundation 
Harry Hewitt Fund for Advancement & Improvement 

of Justice 
Hawaii Community Foundation 

Hawaii Justice Foundation 

Hawaii Women’s Legal Foundation 

Island Insurance Foundation 
Jhamandas Watamull Fund 

Ka Poe Hawaii Fund 

Kosasa Family Fund / ABC Stores 

Kukui Children’s Foundation 
Omidyar Ohana Fund 

Pettus Foundation 

PEACEMAKERS 

$5,000 & Above 

Susan & David Chandler 
William C. Darrah 

Susan Hurd 
Michael & Arlynna Livingston 
Lawrence Dennis Rodriguez 

David F. Simons 

CONCILIATORS 

$1,000 & Above 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Ann Botticelli 
Lou Chang 
Kellie Chun 

Ekimoto & Morris LLLC 
J.W. Ellsworth 
Michael Erne 

Dolores Anne Foley 
Jed Gaines 

Karin L. Holma 
Honolulu Board of Realtors 

Lee Alden Johnson 
Law Office of Ian L. Mattoch  

Bruce McEwan 
Yuriko Jane Sugimura 

Tyler Tokioka 
Torkildson Katz Hetherington Harris 

Knorek, Attorneys at Law 
Sol & Maurine Weisgal 

Tracey Wiltgen 
Suzanne Young 
Chiharu Zeason 

(In Memory of Raymond F. Zeason) 

PARTNERS 

$500 & Above 

Anonymous 
J. William “Ned” Busch 

Gerald S. Clay 
Reed W. Dasenbrock 

Jacqueline Earle 

Lee W. Erwin 
Gary Y. Fujitani 

Steven L. Hartley 
Susan Ichinose 

Samantha Kasnetz 
Aleta Klein 

Susan Lampe 
Corianne Lau  

(In Honor of Susan Ichinose) 
Resolutions Hawaii 

Chief Justice Ronald T.Y. Moon (Ret.) 

Judge Karen T. Nakasone 
Richard D. Proctor 

Ute Regan 
Aviam Soifer 

Kimberly Van Horn 
Howard & Jana Wolff 

NEGOTIATORS 

$250 & Above 

 M. Anne Anderson 
Patrick Border 

Susan Brandon 
Judge Michael F. Broderick (Ret.) 

Beverly Cardinal  
Thomas Cestare  
Chunmay Chang 
P. Gregory Frey 
Signe Godfrey 

Iris Ito 
Frederick S. Izumi 

Judge Gerald H. Kibe 
Jo Ann C. Kocher  

Roberta Lee-Driscoll 
Elaine Lemons 

Pamela G. Lichty 
Robert D. Lillis 
G. Kem Lowry 

Mid-Pacific’s Peer Mediation 
Program 

Ai Wah Ng 
Nathan Nikaido 
Ke-Ching Ning 

(In Honor of Susan Ichinose) 

Calvin G.C. Pang 
Barabara Polk 

Jerome E. Rauckhorst  
Chief Justice Mark E. Recktenwald 

Craig Robinson 
Faith & Gregory Sato 

Robert Schmidt 
Laurie A. Tochiki 

Toby Tonaki 
Ruth D. Tschumy 

Bill Watts 

FRIENDS 

$100 & Above 

Peter S. Alder 
Richard & Margaret Baker 

Sally & Duane Bartholomew 
Mimi Beams 

Max Besenbruch 
Douglas A. Crosier 

Karen L. Cross 
Hugh T. Dickson 

Justice James E. Duffy Jr. (Ret.) 
& Jeanne Duffy 
Lyn Flanigan 

Judge Lisa Ginoza 
Scott B. Gomes 

Rhonda Griswold 
Barbara Guss 
John B. Hall 

Scott Hashimoto 
Murray M. Hixson 

Louise K. Ing 
(In Honor of Susan Ichinose) 

Ann S. Isobe 
Jon T. Iwatani 
Amanda Jones 
Sandra Jordan 

Marcy & Robert Katz 
Elizabeth Kent 

(In Memory of Joanne Flannery) 
Klein Law Group, LLLC

Judge Evelyn B. Lance (Ret.) 
(In Honor of Elizabeth Kent) 

MAHALO FOR YOUR SUPPORT 



FRIENDS 

$100 & Above (Cont.)

Law Offices of Edward R. Lebb, LLLC 

Sharon On Leng 
Peter C. Lewis 
Thomas Likos 

David C. Livingston 
John Lockwood 

Virginia Low 
Amrita Mallik 

Judge Victoria S. Marks (Ret.) 
Pamela Martin 
Ron Matayoshi 

Patricia A. Mau-Shimizu 
R. Laree McGuire 

MEDCAH, Inc. 
Judge Marie N. Milks (Ret.) 

Joy Miyasaki 
Richard “Dick” Morris 
Carol K. Muranaka 

Law Offices of Philip S. Nerney, LLLC 

Shannan Okinishi 
Richard W. Ornellas 
Cheryl Kakazu Park  

Judge Barbara Richardson (Ret.) 
Calvin K.Y. Say  

Walter Schroeder 
Marc B. Shlachter 

John & Dorothy Seigal 
Sherrie T. Seki 

Sharon I. Shanley 
Gary & A.Y. Shiraishi 

John D. Stallman 
Becky Sugawa 

Clyde E. Sumida 
Jeff Swartz 

Carl & Irene Takeshita 
Owen K. Tamamoto 

Judge Michael Tanigawa 
Judge Michael A. Town (Ret.) 

Steven J. Trecker 
Christine R. Urban 

Bettina Uris 
Patrick & Santa Yim 

Christel M. Yount 
William W. Yuen  

Raymond F. Zeason 

SUPPORTERS 

John L. Barkai 
Thomas & Louisa DiGrazia 

Dona L. Hanaike 
Murray & Yvelise Hixson 

Linda M. Howe 

Myra Kent 
Matson Foundation 

Julie Mikami 
Janet Murphy 

Linda Nagamine 
Judge Steven & Sheree Nakashima 

Tom & Cheryl Prince 
Ken Takayama 

IN KIND 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Peter Adler 
The AKAMAI Foundation 

Judge Riki May Amano (Ret.) 
Charlene Anaya 

Linda Axtell-Thompson 
John Barkai 

Bruce Barnes 
Daniel A. Bent 
Patricia Brandt 

J. William “Ned” Busch 
David Chandler 
Cecelia Chang 

Lou Chang 
David Chee 

Linda Colburn 
William C. Darrah 

Pat DeBusca 
Byron “Kale” Feldman II 

David Franzel 
Danielle Gella 
Denise George 
Jeff Gilbreath 
Signe Godfrey 

Hawaii Leadership Forum 
Hawaiian Airlines 

HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union 
John Holzman 
Kim Holzman 
Erika Ireland 

Iris Ito 
Lisa Wong Jacobs 

Sandra Jordan 
Samantha Kasnetz 

Doug Kaya
Jo Ann Kocher 

Kukui Children’s Foundation 
Amrita Mallik 

Judge Victoria Marks (Ret.) 
Bruce McEwan 
Tom Mitrano 

Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel 
Phil Nerney 
Ai Wah Ng 

Dan O’Meara 
Ronald Oster 
Jim Pietsch 

Claire Ranney 
Seth M. Reiss 

Larry Rodriguez 
Erin Rutherford 

Security Resources 
Gary Shiraishi 
Laura Stahley 

Owen K. Tamamoto 
Owen Tamaoka 
Jerry Trinidad 

Christine R. Urban 
Eugene Villaluz 
Barbara Ward 

Bill Watts 
Jana Wolff 

Steve Wong 
Tiffany Anne Yamamoto 

Richard Yanagi 

CHARLES H. HURD 

MEMORIAL FUND 

FOR KUPUNA PONO 

J. William “Ned” Busch 
Susan Hurd 
Ann S. Isobe 

Judge Steven H. Levinson (Ret.) 
Timothy Luria  

Judge Marie N. Milks (Ret.) 
Lynn P. Murison 
Seth M. Reiss 

Walter Schroeder 
Judge Michael A. Town (Ret.) 

MICHAEL NAUYOKAS 

EXCELLENCE & 

INNOVATION FUND 

Corlis J. Chang 
Stephen Chang 

Frank & Mary Nauyokas 

BUILDING FUND 

Nancy C. Arseneault 
Earl M. and Margery C. Chapman 

Foundation 
Jason Graves 

John & Kim Holzman 
Judge Michael Tanigawa 

Tracey Wiltgen 

MAHALO FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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PRO	BONO	CELEBRATION	

Congratulations	to	mediators	Tom	Mitrano	and	Kristin	Bryant	for	being	honored	at	the	October	
25th	Pro	Bono	Celebration	at	the	Hawaii	Supreme	Court.		Over	the	past	six	years,	the	Hawaii	Access	
to	Justice	Commission	has	hosted	the	celebration	to	honor	outstanding	individuals	and	law	 irms	
who	donate	their	time	to	increase	access	to	justice	in	Hawaii.		This	year,	the	Mediation	Center	of	the	
Paci ic	nominated	Tom	Mitrano	as	an	honoree	in	recognition	of	the	hundreds	of	hours	he	has	
dedicated	to	mediating	a	broad	variety	of	cases,	including	complex	domestic	cases,	as	well	as	for	
mentoring	new	mediators	and	assisting	with	the	many	trainings	conducted	by	MCP	throughout	the	
year.			

Kristin	Bryant,	also	an	avid	mediator	and	volunteer	trainer	for	MCP,	was	recognized	by	the	
University	of	Hawaii’s	Elder	Law	Program	for	the	many	hours	she	invests	assisting	with	the	Elder	
Law	Program,	and	in	particular,	her	outreach	to	the	elderly	community	and	older	veterans.			

MCP	was	proud	to	have	Tom	and	Kristin	recognized	at	this	important	event.		We	are	grateful	to	them	
for	all	of	the	time	they	invest	helping	vulnerable	members	of	Hawaii’s	communities.		
Congratulations!	

FALL	TRAININGS:	MEDIATION	SKILLS	FOR	EVERYONE	

MCP	maintained	a	busy	training	schedule	over	the	past	few	months	including:	a	three‐day	Basic	
Mediation	Training	for	15	participants,	three	Mediation	Skills	for	Managers	Trainings	for	79	participants	
(including	six	police	captains	and	sixty‐seven	principals	from	the	Honolulu	District),	and	a	half‐day	
Mediation	Workshop	for	22	participants	(from	twenty‐one	different	countries)	with	the	Institute	for	
Climate	and	Peace.		The	MCP	staff	is	grateful	to	the	mediators	who	assisted	with	the	various	trainings	
from	providing	mediation	demonstrations	to	mentoring	and	providing	feedback	during	the	practice	
mediations.		It	is	the	involvement	of	the	experienced	mediators	that	makes	the	trainings	exceptional!	



 
Fond	Aloha	

The	MCP	staff	and	long‐time	mediators	were	saddened	to	learn	of	the	passing	
of	Thelma	Ezer,	a	former	staff	member	and	mediator	for	the	Neighborhood	
Justice	Center	(currently	the	Mediation	Center	of	the	Paci ic).		Thelma	was	
the	2nd	full‐time	volunteer	at	the	Neighborhood	Justice	Center,	starting	in	
May	1980	and	later	joining	the	staff	as	the	manager	of	the	client	services	
department,	both	scheduling	cases	and	managing	mediators	for	more	than	15	
years.	

Everyone	at	MCP	is	grateful	for	Thelma’s	pioneering	work.		Many	of	the	
processes	and	procedures	which	are	used	at	MCP	today	to	manage	cases,	
collect	client	information,	and	assign	mediators	to	appropriate	cases,	were	
established	or	re ined	under	her	supervision.		Thelma’s	work	was	
instrumental	in	creating	a	smooth	and	orderly	case	management	process	that	
allowed	MCP	to	steadily	increase	the	referral	sources	for	cases	and	the	
number	of	cases	mediated	for	many	years.	

In	the	early	1980’s,	mediation	as	a	means	of	resolving	con lict	was	not	well	known	or	understood.		Thelma	
vigorously	spread	the	word	about	MCP	and	mediation	to	anyone	who	would	listen.		She	worked	closely	with	
Family	Court	judges	to	steadily	increase	the	number	of	cases	referred	to	mediation	at	MCP	to	resolve	
paternity	and	divorce	issues	and	pioneered	the	on‐site	mediation	of	domestic	cases	at	Family	Court	by	
mediating	them	herself.	

Thelma	formed	and	nurtured	relationships	with	many	other	entities	as	diverse	as	automobile	dealers	and	
numerous	city	and	state	government	agencies.		Thousands	of	new	cases	involving	consumer‐merchant	
issues,	juvenile	restitution	cases	for	graf iti	and	property	damage,	and	parent‐child	mediations	were	the	
result.		Thelma	also	played	an	active	role	in	supporting	peer‐mediation	programs	in	Oahu	schools.	

MCP	was	extremely	fortunate	to	have	Thelma	as	a	volunteer	and	staff	member.		She	played	a	pivotal	role	in	
making	MCP	the	largest	community	mediation	center	in	Hawaii,	and	one	of	the	only	a	handful	of	mediation	
centers	nationwide	that	has	been	in	continuous	operation	for	nearly	40	years.		She	will	always	be	
remembered.		

Thelma Rodelle Bell Ezer                                                                             
December 10, 1931—December 16, 2018 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Accelerated Divorce Media on Training                                                                                      
Thursday, January 24 & Friday, January 25, 2019 9:00 a.m.‐ 6:00 p.m.                                                            

and Saturday, January 26, 2019 9:00 a.m.‐ 5:00 p.m.    

Basic Media on Training  
Friday, March 1, 2019 1:00 p.m. ‐ 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 2, 2019 9:00 a.m.‐ 5:00 p.m.  
Friday, March 8, 2019 1:00 p.m. ‐ 6:00 p.m. and Saturday, March 9, 2019 9:00 a.m.‐ 5:00 p.m.                                     

 
To register for trainings go to www.mediatehawaii.org/training/ 

For addi onal informa on contact: mcpadmin@mediatehawaii.org  
Sea ng in trainings is limited.  Early registra on is encouraged. 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF MEDIATION, UNDER THE MEDIATION MOON!                                                       
Saturday, April 13th, 5:30 ‐ 8:30 p.m.                                                                                         

Hawaii Conven on Center                                                                                                   
To purchase a table and sign up for the silent auc on go to:                                                                    

h ps://MCP40Years.givesmart.com 


